
   
 

   
 

 

Port Hope Elementary Family of Schools Community 
Consultation  

In-Person Feedback - January 16, 2023 
 
 

Option 1: Change in French Immersion (FI) program grade cohorts between Ganaraska Trail PS (GTPS) and Beatrice Strong PS (BSPS) (i.e., Ganaraska Trail 
PS becomes FI SK-3 and Beatrice Strong becomes FI 4-6. Both schools maintain English stream K-6. 

Pros Cons Wonderings 
�x Creates balance in terms of school utilization and population 
�x Divisions remain together (resources, opportunities, 

leadership & facilities) 
�x Improves perception of BSPS by offering dual track 
�x Dr. Hawkins PS (DHPS) remains dual track 7/8 and all students 

move to 7/8 together.  
�x Purpose built elementary schools 
�x No cross over with older students 
�x Grade 12 might be positively impacted at PHHS (enrollment) 
�x Equalizes enrollment of FI programming across the schools 

(reduces stigma) 
�x 

�x

 Creates a need for more bussing that is simply not necessary. 
�x Makes it difficult for families to plan for after/before school 

daycare, across different grades. 
�x Will the money really be there to invest in infrastructure? 

(especially in this political environment). 
�x 





   
 

   
 

�x Money saved by not having to invest in age-appropriate 
improvements to Hawkins. 

�x Not comfortable to have Grade 4-6 at physical site at Dr. 
Hawkins 

�x Not comfortable to have Grade 4-6 on high school bus 
�x If status quo at BSPS �t under utilization of that school. 
�x Elementary kids in purpose built elementary school building 
�x Grade 4-6 cross over with older students �t mental health-

safety? 
�x Three schools in one building? Plus daycare? 
�x �'�Œ�X���ò�[�•���›���,���Á�l�]�v�•���(�}�Œ��three years 
�x Larger capital expense for temporary solution 
�x ���}���•�v�[�š���������Œ���•�•���u�]�•�u���š���Z����etween GTPS & BSPS 
�x There are now three schools in 1 building. 
�x Harder to staff 
�x Needing more supervision at break times 
�x BSPS students would not have an opportunity to develop 

friendships with GTPS students prior to Grade 7 
�x Older students not able to assist with the younger students 
�x Lots of renovations equals lots of time 
�x �^�š�]�o�o�����}�v�[�š���o�]�l�����š�Z����Grade 4-�ò�[�•�����š���,���Á�l�]�v�• 
�x Does not remove the decision to put your student in FI, so you 

avoid attending at a certain school. 
�x FI students are losing their environment to the younger 

students 
�x Costs to renovate could be used towards programming in 

school. 
�x Integrated kids into Hawkins/PHSS building at too young an age 
�x ���^�W�^���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�����š�����]�•�����À���v�š���P�����~�^�v���Á�_���š�}�����µ�]�o���]�v�P���t not their 

home turf) 
�x BSPS underutilized 
�x Variety of ages in one building �t impact on younger students �t 

safety concerns 
�x Least favourite of the three options 

�x Financial cost? 
�x Impact on PHSS? 
�x Space concerns 
�x Integrity of programs 
�x How much money will go into this (three distinct schools in one 

���µ�]�o���]�v�P�•�Y�‰�Z�Ç�•�]�����o���•�‰�������U�����‹�µ�]�‰�u���v�š�X 
�x Equity of access: library, gym, green space. 
�x Can we add a play structure/are for Hawkins outside? 



   
 

   
 



   
 

   
 

community 
�x Keeps divisions together.  
�x Shifts teachers (FI) 
�x Keeping families together 
�x Reduce busing transitions between schools 
�x Consistent start times for families 
�x Purpose built elementary schools 
�x No cross over with older students �t safety 
�x Less transportation needs 
�x Will have the leadership with the older students 
�x Most sustainable 
�x Equalizes enrollment of FI programming across the schools 

(reduces stigma) 
�x Possible savings �t busing. 
�x Equalizer between GT and BSPS perceptions will adjust 
�x Phased in approach 
�x Bringing Grade 6 back 
�x Only two transitions 
�x Kids opting out of FI track can stay in school - siblings stay 

together. 
�x In 4-5 years families/students will be in community school 
�x Least transitions for families/students 
�x Daycare; once established 
�x In elementary schools vs elementary students in secondary 

school 
�x This is the best option 
�x Would build up BSPS 
�x Would balance out the feeder schools 

 

on the individual) 
�x Inequity if another specialty program is added here. 

CCI and �^�š�X���D���Œ�Ç�[�•�M 
�x Will this do enough to help numbers at GTPS? 
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